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The very thought of the next few weeks exhausts me with an influx of designers, skilled technicians and skilled crafts man arriving on Likoma. Our shipment of solar geezers, solar power systems, new bathrooms, antique furniture and specialist effect plaster has arrived at the border, it should be cleared and on a barge by the end of the week to deliver to the island. We have a specialist in cane furniture arriving who is going to base himself at Katundu Textiles to train the local islanders in how to make cane and wicker furniture all of which will be made bespoke for Kaya Mawa. A metal worker and welder are also moving to Katundu to work on wrought iron pieces. Part of the idea is that, rather than outsourcing for products, by the time we have finished the refurbishment the skills learnt by the Likomans will create some sort of self sustaining business for them. Finally we have a specialist in plaster effects arriving who is going to teach new techniques to our builders to create stunning and individual sinks, baths and floors. All this over the next three weeks! 

On top of this we have an interior designer here making plans and designs.  With two months until we close for our big refurbishment we are ensuring we have everything ready so that we can get everything done in the time we have.
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 Whilst we have guests the work will be going on at our new four bed room house (the picture to the left shows the view from one of the bathrooms)  which has just been wired and plumbed, well away from the lodge so our guests can still revel in the peace of Kaya Mawa and the beauty of the Lake.
Our resident Yellow Billed Kites have made way on Nkwhazi Island for a pair of Fish Eagles, they have the island on a time share! Meanwhile, it’s hotting up. The temperature has risen by 5 degrees and the lake level has dropped by more than a foot in the last month. With beautiful still mornings and a gentle breeze in the afternoon I am reminded of exactly why I love it so much here. 

Kaya Mawa
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